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Section 6  A person who has a recognised New Zealand qualification is entitled to 

be registered if the Board is satisfied— 
  (a) that his or her competence to practise social work has been found satisfactory 

under Part 3; and 
  (b) that he or she is a fit and proper person to practise social work; and 
  (c) that (whether because of the inclusion of an appropriate component in that 

qualification, or as a result of his or her satisfactory completion of a separate course or courses of 
training) he or she— 

(i) is competent to practise social work with Māori; and 
(ii) is competent to practise social work with different ethnic and cultural 

groups in New Zealand; and 
  (d) that he or she has enough practical experience in practicing social work. 
2 Section 7 A person who does not have a recognised New Zealand qualification is 

entitled to be registered if the Board is satisfied that— 
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  (a) he or she has an overseas qualification equivalent to a recognised New Zealand 
qualification (except to the extent that it may not include a component whose satisfactory completion 
ensures that its holder— 

 
(i) is competent to practise social work with Māori; and 
(ii) is competent to practise social work with different ethnic and cultural 

groups in New Zealand); and 
  (b) either— 

(i) he or she is registered or licensed as a social worker, or as the practitioner 
of a profession equivalent to that of a social worker, in a State other than New Zealand (whether the 
State in which the equivalent qualification was obtained or some other State); or 

(ii) there are good reasons for his or her not being so registered or licensed; 
and 

  (c) he or she has satisfactorily completed a course or courses of training ensuring 
that he or she— 

(i) is competent to practise social work with Māori; and 
(ii) is competent to practise social work with different ethnic and cultural 

groups in New Zealand; and 
  (d) he or she can speak and write English reasonably effectively, and understand 

spoken and written English reasonably well; and 
    (e) he or she has enough practical experience in practising social work; and  

  (f) his or her competence to practise social work has been found satisfactory under 
Part 3; and 

  (g) he or she is a fit and proper person to practise social work; and 
  (h) he or she intends to live and practise social work in New Zealand. 
A Section 14 Criteria for provisional registration  
    (1) The Board must decide that the applicant should be registered provisionally if, 

and only if, satisfied— 
(a) that the applicant’s competence to practise social work has been found 

satisfactory under Part 3; and 
(b) that he or she is a fit and proper person to practise social work, meets some 

of the other criteria in section 6 or section 7, and— 
(i) is in the process of working towards meeting the rest of them; or 

... 
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1 Section 15 Criteria for temporary registration 
The Board must decide that the applicant should be registered temporarily if, and 

only if, satisfied that he or she— 
(a) is a fit and proper person to practise social work; and 
(b) can speak and write English reasonably effectively, and understand spoken and 

written English reasonably well; and 
(c) is or will be visiting New Zealand temporarily, and wishes to practise social 

work at a particular institution or place in New Zealand; and 
(d) has enough knowledge and practical experience of social work to practise 

social work at the institution or place. 
C Section  12 Criteria for full registration  

The board must decide that the applicant should be registered fully if, and only if 
he or she meets the criteria in section 6 or section 7. 

I Section 30 Restrictions on issue of practising certificates 
(1) The Registrar must refer an application for a practising certificate to the Board 

if he or she— 
(a) believes on reasonable grounds that— 

(i) the applicant has not completed a competence assessment required by 
this Act; or 

(ii) the applicant has completed a competence assessment required by this 
Act, but the results are not yet available; or 

(iii) the applicant has completed a competence assessment required by this 
Act, and the results seem unsatisfactory; or 

(iv) the applicant has previously held a practising certificate, but has not 
held a practising certificate within the 3 years immediately before the date of the application; or  

(b) suspects on reasonable grounds that the applicant— 
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(i) has at any time failed to maintain a reasonable standard of professional 
competence; or 

(ii) has not been practising social work as a profession at any time within 
the 3 years immediately before the date of the application; or 

(iii) is not a fit and proper person to practise social work. 
(2) The Registrar may refer an application for a practising certificate to the Board 

if the applicant was first registered within the 3 years immediately before the date of the application. 
(3) The Registrar may refuse to issue a practising certificate if satisfied that any 

information included in the application for it is false or misleading. 
(4) The Registrar must refuse to issue a practising certificate if the applicant has 

not completed a competence assessment within the previous 5 years. 
K Section 31 Board to consider certain applications 

Promptly after the Registrar refers an application for a practicing certificate to the 
Board, the Board must consider it in the light of the requirements of section 33, and either— 

(a) direct the Registrar to issue a practising certificate to the applicant without 
particular conditions; or 

(b) decide to consider whether to direct the Registrar to— 
(i) issue a practising certificate to the applicant subject to particular conditions; or 
(ii) refuse to issue a practising certificate to the applicant. 

D Section 39 Reviews of competence to practise social work  

(1) The Board may at any time review a registered social worker’s competence 
to practise social work.  

L Section 44 Registered social workers to complete assessments every 5 years  

(1) A registered social worker who wishes to retain his or her practising  
certificate must complete a competence assessment at a time during the period between— 

(a) the day 4 years and 9 months after the social worker last completed a 
competence assessment; and 

(b) the day 5 years and 3 months after the social worker last completed a 
competence assessment. 

... 
0R Section 45 Actions if registered social worker fails assessment 

(1) If a registered social worker fails a competence assessment, or fails or refuses 
to complete a competence assessment,— 
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(a) the Registrar must notify the Board; and 
(b) the Board may direct the Registrar to— 

(i) make the social worker’s registration or practicing certificate, or 
both, subject to conditions stated by the Board; or 

(ii) suspend the social worker’s registration (if it is not already 
suspended) or practising certificate. 

00
 Section 88 Rights of appeal 

(1) A person may appeal to a District Court against any decision or direction of 
the Board under this Act that adversely affects him or her (not being a decision or direction affecting a 
person only because he or she is a person of a particular kind or description). 

(2) A person may appeal to a District Court against the whole or any part of a 
decision or order made in relation to him or her under Part 4 (other than a determination of a 
complaints assessment committee). 

02
  Section 106 Membership 

(1) The Board comprises— 
(a) 6 registered social workers (not being registered social workers whose 

registration is suspended); and 
(b) 4 other people. 

... 
0A Section 99 Functions of Board 

(1) The functions of the Board are— 
(a) to receive and consider applications for registration: 
(b) to authorise the registration of social workers: 
(c) to maintain the Register: 
(d) if it thinks fit, to adopt conditions subject to which all practising 

certificates, or the practising certificates of all registered social workers of a particular description, 
must be issued: 

(e) to consider applications for practising certificates referred to it by the 
Registrar:  

(f) to recognise New Zealand educational qualifications for the purposes of 
this Act: 

(g) to review the competence of social workers: 
(h) to establish and maintain a code of conduct for registered social workers: 

(i) in consultation with providers of social work education and training 
in New Zealand and bodies that set standards for social work education and training in New Zealand, to 
promote and set standards for such education and training for the purposes of this Act: 
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(j) to promote the benefits of registration— 
(i) to departments of State, other instruments of the Crown, other bodies 

and organisations that employ social workers, and the public; and  
(ii) among people practising as social workers:  

(k) to promote the establishment by departments of State, other instruments 
of the Crown, and other bodies and organisations that employ social workers, of accessible and 
efficient procedures for making, considering, and determining complaints relating to social workers 
they employ: 

(l) to advise, and make recommendations to, the Minister in respect of 
matters relating to the regulation of the social work profession: 

(m) to appoint the members of the Tribunal: 
(n) to promote and encourage high standards of practice and professional 

conduct among registered social workers and the employers of social workers: 
(o) to consider the cases of registered social workers who may be unable to 

perform adequately the functions required to practise social work satisfactorily: 
(p) subject to this Act, to disclose to the employers or prospective employers 

of social workers information it has obtained under this Act relating to people who are or have been— 
(i) applicants for registration; or 
(ii) registered social workers:  

(q) to provide administrative and related services for the Tribunal: 
(r) any other functions conferred or imposed on it by or under this Act or 

any other enactment. 

... 
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01 Section 116 Membership of Tribunal 

(1) The Tribunal comprises— 
(a) the following members appointed by the Board: 

(i) a chairperson and 1 or more deputy chairpersons; and 
(ii) at least 1 barrister or solicitor of the High Court of not less than 7 

years’ practice (whether or not he or she holds or has held judicial office); and 
(iii) 5 other members; and 

(b) at least 1 lay person appointed by the Minister. 
... 

0C Section 115 Function of Tribunal 

The Tribunal’s functions are— 
(a) to administer the complaints process concerning registered social workers 

established by this Act; and 
(b) to exercise the disciplinary powers over registered social workers conferred 

by this Act; and 
(c) any other functions conferred or imposed on it by or under this Act or any 

other enactment. 
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0I Section 58  

(1) If the Council is satisfied that the applicant 
(a) is of good character; 
(b) is physically and mentally fit to perform the whole or part of the work of 

persons registered in any part of the register to which his application relates; and 
(c) satisfies the following conditions, it shall grant the application, either 

unconditionally or subject to such conditions as it thinks fit; and in any other case it shall refuse it. 
(2) The first condition is that— 

(a) in the case of an applicant for registration as a social worker— 
(i) he has successfully completed a course approved by the Council 

under section 63 for persons wishing to become social workers; 
(ii) he satisfies the requirements of section 64; or 
(iii) he satisfies any requirements as to training which the Council may 

by rules impose in relation to social workers; 
(b) in the case of an applicant for registration as a social care worker of any 

other description, he satisfies any requirements as to training which the Council may by rules impose in 
relation to social care workers of that description. 

(3) The second condition is that the applicant satisfies any requirements as to 
conduct and competence which the Council may by rules impose. 

0K Section 68  
(1) An appeal against a decision of a Council under this Part in respect of 

registration shall lie to the Tribunal. 
(2) On an appeal against a decision, the Tribunal may confirm the decision or 

direct that it shall not have effect. 
(3) The Tribunal shall also have power on an appeal against a decision— 

(a) to vary any condition for the time being in force in respect of the person 
to whom the appeal relates; 

(b) to direct that any such condition shall cease to have effect; or 
(c) to direct that any such condition as it thinks fit shall have effect in 

respect of that person. 
0D Section 62 

(1) Each Council shall prepare and from time to time publish codes of practice 
laying down— 

(a) standards of conduct and practice expected of social care workers; and 
(b) standards of conduct and practice in relation to social care workers, 

being standards expected of persons employing or seeking to employ them. 
... 
 (5) Local authorities making any decision about the conduct of any social care 

workers employed by them shall, if directed to do so by the appropriate Minister, take into account any 
code published by the Council. 



 0I 

/�5�	���. ���$�5��'�ก�ก�T��ก
74�ก��ก��4ก�'�กก��+�$���
4���ก��
$
7!"
��
���+�$���
4����!���
ก��FGก�������ก'���0L 

A. �$ก(����6$% 

    �-��'��$
7�����
+�$���
4��.E���ก�������������#'��
�+	���'�ก'��
�-��'�>7� 6�4ก����
�(��(���
��>7���� “��ก��������������” ��>���
�(��3���4�� J $
7$(���
�-��'�>7�
�/
��+���	��.E���ก��������������+�$���
4� 	
�������6$%.���	����	�����.�����	��������ก��
����� C2R ก'����>� 	
�������6$%.�������ก�� C,RRR 4"6�20 

 
   

                                                 
0L Section 65  

(1) A Council may make rules requiring persons registered under this Part in any 
part of the register to undertake further training. 

(2) The rules may, in particular, make provision with respect to persons who fail 
to comply with any requirements of rules made by the Council, including provision for their 
registration to cease to have effect. 

... 
2R Section 61 

(1) If a person who is not registered as a social worker in any Use of title  
“social relevant register with intent to deceive another  

(a) takes or uses the title of social worker; 
(b) takes or uses any title or description implying that he is so registered, or 

in any way holds himself out as so registered, he is guilty of an offence. 
  ... 

(3) A person guilty of an offence under this section shall be liable on summary 
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale. 

��
 ��	�����.�����	���� (Standard scale) �����	���
�� ��	�� AK #��� Criminal 

Justice Act 1998 (C.48) ;,7�ก(������	�����.�����
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0. ����� 0 +(�������.��� 2RR 4"6�  
2. ����� 2 +(�������.��� CRR 4"6�  
A. ����� A +(�������.��� 0,RRR 4"6�  
1. ����� 1 +(�������.��� 2,CRR 4"6�  
C. ����� C +(�������.��� C,RRR 4"6� 
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