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Curriculum Innovation and Field Work Practicum in Social Work Education
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Abstract

Practicum is the heart of human services education. In all schools of social works around the
world, the practicum is required for social work students to apply the social work concepts, theories,
skills, and techniques which be taught in class to the field work and provide effective services for
clients such as individual, group, and community. Faculty of social administration, Thammasat
University, has been one of the pioneers in Thailand initiating the field work practicum as a part of
bachelor degree curriculum since 1969. According to the community-level field work practicum, the
social work students will be assigned to participate in many communities in several provinces. In
addition, the practicum processes are also conducted under social work educators, social work
practitioners, and community leaders supervision. Nevertheless, regarding to current social change, the
social work practicum needs to develop better field work innovation. In term of the communities, they
are not only areas for the students’ practicum, but partnership for development between the university
and communities. An obvious example is the case of Faculty of Social Administration, Thammasat
University, Lampang Campus, the direction of community development and social work education are
similar dimension to drive knowledge and area-based development. Finally, the social work students,
the social work institutions, and the communities could be improved altogether because It is the goal
of social work education, isn’t it?
Keywords: Social Work Education, Field Work Practicum, and Community Practice
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